Remarks 



The Examiner's reconsideration of the application is urged in view of the further 
amendment of the single independent claim, claim 1, and comments which follow. 

The interview granted by Examiner Dastouri to the undersigned and David Roberts on 
March 22, 2005 is gratefully acknowledged. As explained to the Examiner, David Roberts is 
with Keith W. Nash & Co. of Cambridge, England, and is the primary agent of the Assignee, 
Oxoid Limited, in handling of this application. As explained to Examiner Dastouri, Mr. 
Roberts is far more familiar with the substance of the application than the undersigned, and 
was better able to respond to specific technical issues concerning the application. 

During the interview, it was explained to Examiner Dastouri that in the opinion of Mr. 
Roberts and the undersigned, the language of claim 1 is quite clear. The code of the 
invention, as claimed, comprises one or more letters and one or more numerals. It is not a 
code that can be interpreted to then be letters or numerals, such as a bar code which can have 
some underlying interpretation, but specifically a code of letters and numerals. That is in 
compliance with the understanding of the word "code", and to that end, attached is a copy of 
the relevant page of Chambers English Dictionary, which fully supports that understanding. 

The Examiner, during the interview, explained that he is required to give the terms of 
the claims the broadest reasonable interpretation, and his interpretation of "code" means that 
it could be various items, not simply letters and numerals. The undersigned and Mr. Roberts 
disagreed, pointing out that the claim language is quite clear that the code is specifically 
composed of letters and numerals, as claimed in claim 1, but Examiner Dastouri disagreed. 
When the issue of then amending claim 1 to make it abundantly clear that the code can only 
be letters and numerals, Examiner Dastouri indicated that such an amendment would lead to a 
further search, and thus such an amendment would be refused entry in the application. To 
avoid the extra step of an Advisory Action and then filing of a Request for Continued 
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Examination, this Request for Continued Examination is therefore being directly filed, with 
the claim amendment discussed with Examiner Dastouri during the interview. 

Claim 1 now makes it clear that the code comprises one or more letters and one or 
more numerals. Thus, a bar code is specifically excluded, since a bar code does not consist of 
one or more letters and one or more numerals. While it is submitted that claim 1 clearly 
meant exactly that previously, with the amendment above, there should be no issue 
whatsoever. 

The prior arguments concerning the Domanik reference are equally applicable here. 
Domanik specifically requires a bar code. The present invention is directed to a code which 
is composed of one or more letters and one or more numerals. Domanik is thus clearly 
distinguished by the present invention. 

Claim 1 is the only independent claim in the present application, and it is submitted 
that claim 1 clearly distinguishes over Domanik, as explained above and in the prior response. 
No other prior art is believed to be applicable or nearly as pertinent as Domanik, and it is 
therefore submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. The Examiner's further 
and favorable reconsideration of the application is therefore urged. 

April 4, 2005 Respectfully submitted, 
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BEST AVAILABLE COPY 




cocker 3 , cockerel See cock 1 . 

Cocker kok'fr, n, a standard of accuracy and orthodoxy, 
prom Edward Cocker (1631-75), author of a popular 
arithmetic book.] 

coefcemony koh*r-aon% (obs, Scot.) n. the gathering of 
, hair in a fillet: i coifjfhre: a pad of raise hair: a starched 
cap. [Origin obscure] 

cocket kok'ti, n, the custom-house seal (ft£s/.): a custom- 
house certificate. [Origin dOubtfuLJ 

ct>ck-cyc(d)» cockhorse. Sec cock 1 . 

COCkicleekie. $ee under cock 1 . 

cockle 5 kok'I, n. a corniield weed, csp. now the com- 
cockle. — cockle-bar ciotbur (Xanthtum). [O B 
coccd.) • 

cockle 2 kpk% a large bivalve mollusc (Qardiwn edule 
or other species) with thick, ribbed, heart-shaped, 
equal-valved shell: its shell: a bivalve shell generally 
— adj. cockled -shelled like a cockle, — cockle-hat a 
hat 'bearing a scallop-shell, the badge of a pflgrinx; 
cockleshell the shell of a cockle: a frail boat. — cockles 
of the heart the heart itself. [Fr. coquMc — Gr. 

. kanchytton — konch£, a cockle.] 

cockle 3 kok'I, n. a pucker. — y.j. to pucker. — v.r. to 
cause to pucker. [Perh, Fr. coquiUer. to bfcstei — 
caguilLr, see cockle 3 .] 

cockle 4 kofcl n. a furnace or stove. [Perh. Du, kachel j 

cockle-braioed. See cock 1 . 

cockney k^k'ni, n. an egg, »p- a small misshapen egg 
(obs. or dial): a coddled child (obs): a milksop (Shah.): 
one whose experience and knowledge are exclusively 
townish: (stfll in U£. t usu. disparaging) a townsman: 
(often with cap.) one bora in London, strictly, within 
hearing of Bow Bells; London dialect. — adj. (often ' 
with cap,) characteristic of a Cockney. — hi, oock'- 

acydom the domain of Cockney*; cockneyfi cS'tfOft, 

v,j. oock'neyfy to make Cockney. — adj. cock'neyfeh. 

. — n, ebdc'neyism a Cockney idiom or Characteristic. 
— the Co ckney School an old nickname for a supposed 
School of Writers belonging to London — Leigh Hunt, 
Keats and others, [M.E. coken-ey, cock's egg; others 
would connect with Fr. coquin, a rOgue — L. coauus 
a cook.) 

cockroach kok'rdch, n. an . oribopterous insect the 
so-called black beetle, [Sp. cucaracha. woodlouse, 
cockroach.] 



cocksoomb, cocksfoot, cocksboot, cockshy, cocktail, etc 

See cock 1 , 
cocky. See cock 1 , cockatoo, 
cockyleeky. See cockieleekie. under cock 1 . 
coco 1 k&ko, n. a tropical seaside palm-tree (Cocos nu- 
cifera) with curving stem (also co'co-p*lm, co'connt* 
palm, co'co-trec), producing the coco-nut: —pi. co'cos, 
— co'co-de-mer <-<-Wx6t'; Fr.) the double coconut (sec 
below); co'comrt, (Jess correctly) co'coaimt or coTter- 
nut, a large edible nut yielding cb'connt-biatfcr or 
co'comrb-air', and tt'conut-milk'; co'connt-matt'ing 
matting made from the husk af the coconut; eo'cOrmfe 

shy a cocksby with coconuts as targets or as prizes 

double coconut the large two-loped nut of the Sey- 
chelles palm, Lodoicza seychellanmu [Port and Sp. 
coco, a bugbear; applied to the nut from the three 
marks at the end of it, which form a grotesque face \ 
coco*. See cocco. - 
cocoa kdltv, n. the seed of the cacao, or chocolate tree: 
•a powder made from the seeds: a drink made from the 
powder. co'eoa-beansthe seeds, cap. when dried and 
^'coa-bxtft'er, co'coa-fal' & fat got from 
the seeds (different from ««v««M>ulter); co'coa-mbs 
co£^a-beanS shelled and bruised; cocoa-wood see coco= 
wood below, [cacao.] 
coco^dous k&kon'stes. adf, conscious in a subsidiary 
Stream, apart from the main stream — - tl c/iAAn' 
sciousrtess, 

cocoon ko-kdon'.n. the silken sheath spun by many insect 
larvae m passing mto the pup a stage and by spiders 
*S8£ ^ in which T earthwormV and 

leeches lay their e^gs: A preservative covering f OT 



military and other equipment. — y.t. to wrap carefully 
as in a cocoon. — n. cocooD'ery a place for ktephift 
silkworms when feeding and sprouting cocoons, rp* 
cocon t from cogue, a shell — L. concha, s. shell.] 
cocoplum ko'ko-piwn, n. a West Indian rosaceous tree 
(Chrysobalanus icaco): its edible fruit [Sp. Icaco 
and plum;] 

coootte ko-kot', n. a Ught-oMove: a loose woman: a small 

• fireproof dish, usu, for an mdividual portion: 
coco-wood, cocoa--wood ko'ko-wSod, n, the wood of a 

West Indian mimosaceous tree, Inga vera: kokra- 

• wood. • ■ 
coction kok'sfan. tl boiling: cooking; — adj. coc'tfle 

baked: hardened by fire, as a brick. [L. <x>quir c 
coctum. to boil, cook.] 
eocus-wood ko r kks-wob<L n. the so-called Jamaica ebony 
• (Brv<i cbenus; Papihcrnaceae): a tradename for kokra- 
wood. 

cod 1 kod, codfish koetfisK rts. a food, fish (Gadus morrhua) 
of northern seas: any fish of the genus Gadus or the 
family Gadidae. — n. codling a small cod. — cod'- 
fisher; cod'-fi^i'ery; cod -fishirig. — cod'-liver oiT a 
medjcmal oil extracted from the fresh liver of the 
•common cod or Tclated fish. [Ety. dub.J 
cQ& kod. (obs.) fit, a bag: a pod: the scrotum. — adv. 
COdd-ed enclosed in a cod; codd'mg (Shak.) lecherous. 
— cod -piece a baggy appendage once worn in front 
Ofoghthosc. [O.E.«^asmanbag;cf.nextwor<L] ■ 
cod 3 kt>d. {Scou) n. a pillow or cushion.. [O.N. koddi t 

a pillow; cf. foregoing word.] 
cod 4 hod. (slang) n, a fellow; a codger: a Charterhouse 
pensioner: a jest a hoax. — adj, mock: done* intended, ■ 
etc. as a joke or take-off. — v.r, to hoax: to poke fun 
— codding; pa.t. and pa.p. codd ed. . [Ety. 
dub.] 

coda ko'da. n. a passage forming the completion of a 
piece, rounding it off to a satisfactory conclusion 
(mns,)\ any similar passage or piece in a story, dance 
• sequence, etc. [It, — L. couda. a tail.] 
coddle kod'L v.r. to pamper, mollycoddle; to fondle: to 

parboil, — n. an effeminate person- 1 {Sty, dub.] 
code kod, n. a collcctjon or digest of laws: a system of 
rules and regulations (specif, regarding education): 
established principles or -standards (of art, moral " 
conduct, etc.): a volume: a system of signals; a system 
of words, letters, or symbols which represent sentences 
or other words, to ensure economy or secrecy in 
transmission: a cipher. 1 a set of rules and characters 
for converting one form of data to another (compute 
the characters of the resulting representation of data 
{COmput.y — v.'r. to codify; to express in code. — to. 
codification (kod., kod-); codificr (kod', kod'), cod'ist 
one who codifies. — v.r. codify (ko<?, kid') to put into 
me form of a code: to digest: to systematise: — pr,p % 
cod'ifyiRg; pa.t. and pa.p. codified. — n. and adj. 
cofTing/— - code'-book a book containing the words, 
symbols, etc, of a code or codes; code'-breaker a 
person who tries to interpret secret codes; code's 
breaking; coftV-nanie, -number a name or number used 
for convenience, economy, secrecy, etc. — adj. code'= 
named. — code of conduct, practice an established 
method or set of rules for dealing with, behaving in, 
etc, a particular situation. (Fr. code\ see codex.] 
codeine kd'dSn. ^di-in, n . an alkaloid, obtained from 
opium, used as an analgesic and sedative. [Gr 
kodeia % poppy-head.] 

codex ko'deics, n, a code: a manuscript volume: pi 

codices (kod'i-scs). — «. eddicorogy the study of 
rnanuscrrpt volumes. — adj. eodicolog^caL £L. c$dcx 
or caudcx. -ids. tht trunk of a wee, a set of tablets, a 
book.) 

codger kofir. n. a mean fellow: an old person: a chap. 

[Prob. a variant of cadger.) 
codicil kod'i-xil, n. a supplement to a will. — . adj. codicfll'- 

ary. [L. codictUus* dim. of codex.) 
codicology. See cod&x, 
codDDcnnon, etc. See code. 



J&*;jBr; hur: n^ c: motc;^: Ymh*; mttKfftt: dh&i (thru); tl't-rmnt (dement) 



codilla 



codilla ko-dd T 9„ n. the coarsest part o 
[Dim. of It coda — L. cauda, a tail,] 
'codmo ko~dtf'. n. a situation in ombre wh 
> ; loses. [Fr.] 

codling* kod'Ung. codlin kod'lin, ns. an < 
— cod'hn-moth the moth whose larv. 
v. eaten' apples to fall prematurely. [ 
.0. codling*. See cod 1 . 

. '.oodon kd'dan. n. a triplet of bases in the j 
.i^I — molecule, which determines a partic 
>^r.r.-.. in protein synthesis.* [code; ^orL] 
*o-driver ko'-drVwr, n. one of two ah/ 
<^p' in a race or rally. 
5:-'- * cod's(-}Wfdiop, codswallop kodz'wol-*p, 
: ". s™ 3 ^ rubbish. [Origin unknown.] 
rr.^/.^^^" 02 ^ 011 ka-&d«u-k$.'$hdn> n, educati 
V* together. — «. co'ed' a girl Or woma 
coeducational instimtion (usu. U.S.); 
y V.'. .. school. adjs. cO'ed; cx>educa'tional. 

' coefficieot ko-if'ish'mt, n. that which a? 
fefi 5 -' ■"* another thing: a numerical or literal 
S: factor of a quantity in an algebraic 
H .:■',; .• numerical constant used as a multipl 
quantity, in calculatinB the magnitm 
Jv:/-'. property (phys.). 

coeborn, cohorn ko'horn, tl. a small mor 
f grenades. [Baron van Coehporn (\t 
coelacantb si'h-kanrh , tl any of a group 

• " fishes Of very .great antiquity, [J 
bV' hollow, akantha. spine.] 

; A jr codbaaglyphk; se!~an~9~glifik. adj. in cav 
: ; ^ \. koilos, hollow, ana, up, glypkein, to c 
>i\r. Coelenterata jt-U}n-&r-d"to,.se-. npl a p 
r/--; ■ celled animals, radially symmetrica.' 
. body-cavity, the cnteron — Hydros 
Anthozoa, Ctenophora.. — adj, and 
[Gf . koihs, hollow, enieron, intestine 
coelifle, celiac sc'li-ak. adj. relating to the 
to coeliacs, coeliac disease, etc. — n. s. 
-from coeliac disease. — coehac disease 
intestines in -which a sensitivity to gru 
■. proper absorption of nutrients throu 
•etc Uning- [Gr. koihakos — kaiM. 
coelomCe), cxXw&Sc'lom, -lorn. n. the bod> 
between the intestines and the body- 
above thevCoeleoierates, — r.,pl Cos 

possessing a coelom. ad§> coelt 

, coelom- — h. a coelomate animal.. — c 
coelom ic fGr. koilSma. ~atas. a ca- 
codostat se'lo-smt, n. a clock-driven m 

• parallel to the earths, so as to reflect t 
samere^on of thesky. [L. catlum (r 
Sky^ Gr. ztatos. fbced.] 

coemption ko-emp'shQTt, n. the buying Uf 
a commodity: a mode of marriage un< 
a mutual sale (Roman law). {L, cc 
■cmere. to buy:] 
CvcroAesthcsisy ocnesmcsis se-n&t-thc'sis, 
esthesza, ecnestfaesia -th£'zi-t>> -zy? £ 
bodily consciousness. [Gr. kotnoz 
thesis, perception.] 
coenenchyma se^neng'ttirmz, (boti) rt. gel; 
Uniting the polyps of an anthozoan 
ko'mOS, common, 'enchyma^ infusion.] 
coenobite, cenobtte sen'o-bii, n. a monfc 
coroinunity. — adjs. cocnobiric (-bit 
coen'bbifism; coeuCbiimi a rehgious 
colony of unicellular organisms (biol); 
[Gr. koindbion koines, common, b: 
coenosarc s&i 'o-sark, n-. the common ti" 
polyps of a. coral or the like, [Gr. k 
sane, flesh.] 
coenzyme ko~en'zim, n. the non-protein p. 

system, which is unaffected by heat 
coequal ko~e'kw>l, adj, equal with anot 
rank or dignity, — n. one of the sa 
cdequality (-f-kwor). — adv. coS'quail 

For otf 



